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MEDICAL SCHOCLS AND INSTITUTES
LINKED TO PUBLIC ADVARCEMENT

Yo. I Smirnov, Minigter of Public Health USSR, reported the following at a
nesting of directors of I(od;osl Inngituten and Deputy Minister of Public Health:

Ourr public-health services have expanded in the past 2 years, and have
resgonded to dvéry:decyed and ordér.of the State. 'HoweVer, wve must not We. be
lulled into a faise feeling of security. We muet keep in mind the important
tasks before ue, both at present and in the future.

Continred maintenance of the health of the peoples of the USSR requires
introduction of new techiques into the public-health gservice organizations. The
work of former Soviet sclentista alded our Riblfc Azalth gerviee to aevelop along
the praotical line of thought' and today many of our scientists in every Republic
and oblast of ths country are engrosgsed in working out actnal problems toward .
the mein*saance of public health. It is necessary to mention the significance of
the work of suoh scientists as N. N. Burdenko, S. I. Spasoku’otskiy, G. N.
Mukhadze, A. V. Rakhmanov, I. P. Revankov, A. 3}. Savinykh, A. I. Rusanov, and
M. B. Topchibasher, among others.

Our therapeutic ¢nd prophylectic, sclentific-research, and medical institute
network has incraased rfav beyond the pre-Rerolutiorary level. From 1937 to 1942,
88,000 new ynung dociors and spacialiasts graduated from these educational
institutions.

World events have dcns much to contribute to the advance of our msdical
service. The reorganiration after the Revolution helped to overcome many of the
defscta which were inherent in the Public health gervive during the Tsarist
period. After World War IX it was possible to ferret out various erroneous
conoeptions regarding the treatment and diagnosis of cancer, pulmonary taberculosis,
endocarditis, pneumonia, and several other diseases. These findings should govern
our actions in the forthcrming recrganization of the Public Bealta S-rvice of
the UBSR.
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The Party.and State must be-lmpressed-by the necessity "for lmproving ‘the
service of medical enterprises. Some programs have already been put in%o effect;
in 1947 about half of the rural medical enterprises did not have doctors on thelr
staffe; but now the majority of these rural medical enterprises have doctors, ani
very ehortly every rural medical station will likewise uave a doctor oe ite staff.
Many rural community hospitals have from five to ter paysicians, wany of whom are
speclalists.

Health data for 1943 attests to the benefits gained by proper use of
available equipment and facilities and advantageous use of new techniques.
The deuth rats due to erropneous dlagnoses fell congiderably. Some inefficiency
hag resulted die to the fact that frequently people are uncertain as to the
gpecific dutles of the clinic, the hospital combined with a rolyclinic, and the
dispensary. This polnt has been corrected by a couprehensive education pro-
gram and 1t 1s already possible to note a declded improvement in the over-all
health gervice available to rural populations.

The many euccesses of the public-health service are due in a large measure
to the standing army of some 200,000 medical workers and the ever-present potentisl
of the many thousands cf students and inexperienced medical workers.

It is the duty of the many sclentirts, teachers, and instructors to ald in
the development of the Public health dervice. They can do this only Lf they koop-
in mind the requirements of the public-health servlice and plan instruction in the
light of present and futur»~ needs of USSR public health.

The various medical schools must be in close touch with the practical needs
of public-health enterprises. A recant survey in 20 large cities dlsclosed the fact
that in most cases the scientific research institutes did not take as active a
part as they might in various pressing problems of community hygiene and sani-
tatlion and the general welfare and health of the population.

It can b0 geen time and time again, chat the only wey to attain the objectives
of the Stalin Five-Year Plan is to establish comprehensive plans for cooperation
between theoretical educational tralning and the actual problems walch will face
physicians and doctors after graduation. However, there is much to be desired
in that direction. For example , the Azorbaydzhan lnstitute for the Improvement
of Doctore is oblivious to its duties. Many of the so-called speclallsts vho
graduate never practive their gpeclalties. It must also be noted that the
training ‘s poor indeed when the instructors are notad for making erroneous
diagroses. This statement 1s based on reports from the Odessa Clinic, the Second
Saratov Hospital, the L'vov Hospital, the EKuyhyshev Hospital, tre Ivanovo
Hospital, and many others whers zortality from poeumonie and appendiditis weze
unnecessarily high.

The Ministry of Public Health USSR is counting on the active participation
of the personnel ofedicational inetitutions to solve many public-health problems.
Such a program would at the same time rrovide &*udents with an appreclation of
the problems they will have to face in life and will gerve to guide them
to pathe vhere their productivity will serve the best Interests of the USSR.

After Smirnov's speech, the delegates engaged in a ueated discussion.
I. I. Kal'chernks, Alrector of the Klev Institute for the TJuprovemerit of Doctors
stated that for the pa i 3 yesrs there has been a comprehensive progrem in
which every member of the staff at the Institute had to have a g¢horough under-
standing of the problems of the various regions in the oblast. Thus, studies
have been conducted along a 1line which would be best sulted fonr meeting the
publfo-health program in every corner of the oblast. Ral'chenko claimed that
such & pro~ram has resulted ir glving the peoples of the Ukrainian Oblast sne
of the bss. puilic-health services in the USSR. )
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D. A. Zhdanov, director of the Leningrad Sanitation Hyglenic Medical Institute,
was 1n complete accord with Smirnov. He stressed the fact that 1t was impossible
to graduate competent doctors 1f the educators were ignorant of the needs of public-
healti servicesand stated that the cooperation program at the Institute is opera-
ting well: 7 professors, 12 docents, and some 26 asaistants are onm duty at various
polyclinics in the therapeutic and prophyladtic network. A special board has been
set up to study the nature of diseases in one of the regions around Leningrad, with
the obJective of obtaining experienced doctors to cope with the sttuation.

D. V. Mysh, director of the Irkutsk Medical Institute, also agreed with
Smirnov's fdeas. but stressed the lmportance of cooperation between prasticing
doctors and the institutes. In 1548 the lnstitute tralned 100 doctors.

The members f the staff drlivered a total of 400 iectures in' neighboring comm-
nities, and they are in constant contact with rural doctors and various public-
health agencles. It is urged that the Ministry of Public Health USSR publish a
decree requiring practicing doctors and speclalists to maintala glose contact with
educational institutlons.

V. P, Lebedev, director of the Centfal Institute for the Imi:rovament of Doctors,
ériticized the stand taken by the Academy of Medlical Sclences USSR, which

apparontly Porhids it staff memhers to engege sfmultancoulsy in solentific

‘and’ pedagogloal work. He aleo urged that public-health organizatlons compile
soie ooudrete data on dlseases and morbidity rates in thelir areas. '

V. 8. Berebrennlkov, director of the Sverdlovak Medical Institute, streased
the imyortanse of close cooperation between educational inatitutions and public-
health organizations.

8. P. Fhodkevich, driector of the Tomsk Medical.Inatitute described the
various steps taken at the Institute which lmproved operatliona and effsctiveness
so that it won the Stalin Prize. The best results were obtalned by having
practicing physicians lecture to the students.

S. I. Voronchikhin, director of the Izhev Medic~l Institute, claimed that the
network ©f unified prophylactic and therapeutic enterprises are an excellent means
for obtaining highly qualified medical personnel.

P. P. Sumbayev, director of the Molotov Medical Tnstiti‘e, criticized educational
institutious, that d1d not cooperate with mumicipal and local public-healih organi-
zatlions. One of the most pressing problems .s the shortaga of computonf, special-
ists. Much of the fault can be traced to hie fact that public-health agencies
are Unable to utilize speclalists to the best advantage. It was admitted that the
performance of specfalists in Molotov Oblast must be improved.

B. D. Petrov, director of the First Moscow Medical Institute, stressed the
necessity for narrowing the gup beiween the atate cf scientific knowledge and the
practical work of dnctors. He also critized the fact that public~-health agencies
frequently fall to take fuil advantage of the abilitles of competent specialists.
There 1a poor lisison betwesn the Main Administration for Higher Medical Educational
Institutions, the Ministry of Public Health USSR, aund the First Moscow Medical
Institute.

Yu. A. Mendeleva, director of the Leningra® Pedlatrics Medical Instituts,
was very oritical of the operation of the municipal Public Health Department, which
has evidenced extreme:.: unwillingness to cooperats with local educationsl agencies.

P. L. Shupik, chief, Adninistration for Higher Medical Educational Insti-
tutions, Ministry of Public Health Ukralnian SSR, urges that courses for the improve-
aent of doctors be giveo at medical schools, and that the institutes for the
improvement of doctors should cooperate with ohlast hnspitals in graduating
spesialists.
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Z. K. Mogilevchik, director of the Minak Medlical Institute, agreed that the
operation of the Iny.{tute was far below desired Levn Ls, but that with recent
changes 1ta operation has bean Improved conslini: 21y, All the instructors are
famous not only for their pedagogical ability but also for thelir practical scien-
tific ability. . .

S. K. Nechepayev, director of the Ehabarovek Medical Inatitute, states that
much of the difficulty in the Far East 1s due to the fact that young doctors are
sent out only once every 2-3 years. The Institute requires the wholehearted
cooperation of the Ministry of Public Heelth in its program for batter
performance of the sducational facilitien.

7a. Kh, Turakulov, direstor of the Tashkest Medlcal Institute, noted that
profegsors as well as assistaats frequently shirked thelr duties. There ig
nuch absenteeism. Even the Minlstry of Public Health for the Republic has to
operate the greater part of the time with its chief absent.

6. A. Vyaselev, dirsctor of the Kezan' Medical Institute, decried the fact
that solentific collaborators at the Institute were not utlilized properiy.

I. M. Popovyan, director of the Saratov Medical Institute, complained bitterly
&bout- the lack of cooperation evidenced by lcocal public-health agencles. . Inatead
oi:facilitating the addition of more speciallsts to hé raiks of medical persombel
of..the oblagt, the. oblsst public-health department constantly draws on the dootors
agsigned to educational institutions, thus greatly hampering educatlion of future
doctors-and aspecialiste. "He urged that the educAtlogml institutions be freed from
ocomplete domination by the Public Health Administration but did not suggest any
oconorete plan.

D, Yo. Potekhin, direcotr of the Xazan' Institute for the Improvement of
Dootors, oriticised the fact that the Ministry of Public Health USSR is under-
estiisating the value of the vork dons by the Inatitute.

D, Ya. Sukhvatsabaya, chief of the Administration for Hi gher Msdical Schools,
Ministry of Publio Health RSFSR, stated that qualified specialists are not being
utilized properly. He objscted to the prastice whereby professors and educators
aro forced to attend all sorts of confersnces. He urges that eduocators be freed
from any duty whioh works at oross purposes with main duty -- that of turdifg- °
out qualified dootors.

. Others wio commented on the gsneral state of sffairs were V. 8. Levit,
Moscov; K. K. Akhunbayev, Frunze; 8. Yu. Alikekov, Makhashkala; V. P, Shirokir,
Btaunmd;_&nd K. Ya. Faradzheva, Badu.

Smirnov's olosing remark was that he hoped that all of the 300 goientifio
research institutes and medioal schools would gee their dvty clearly and ‘that
vith the cooperation of the varions public-health organizaticns it would be
possible to raise the standard of medical care to the level called for in
Stalin's deorees.
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